Five years in action: strengthening public health in the Eastern Mediterranean Region and beyond (Editorial).
Five years ago I was appointed as the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean by the WHO Executive Board, during its 130th Session. When I addressed the Executive Board following my formal appointment, I pledged that the Regional Office would listen to and support Member States as well as build on their experiences. In fulfilling this, I set out my term undertaking, in close collaboration with Member States, a comprehensive situation analysis of the\ key challenges to health and development in the Region. Consensus was reached on five strategic priorities that became the focus of WHO's work in the Region over the next five years.